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LINK TV LAUNCHES SECOND SEASON OF CINEMONDO, THE GROUND-BREAKING
WORLD CINEMA SERIES HOSTED AND CO-CURATED BY PETER SCARLET,
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF THE TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL

America’s Only Network Dedicated to Global Content Sets Slate for
U.S. Television Premieres of Seven Award-Winning Movies

Series Starts December 1 at 11 p.m. ET/8 p.m. PT

New York, NY, November 16, 2007 N Link TV announed today the line-up for the
second season of CINEMONDO, the naiondly broadcast world cinema series hosted and co-
curated by Peter Scarlet, Artistic Director of the Tribeca Film Festival. Thisyear CINEMONDO
will feature seven outstanding movies tha introdue Americans to the unique visonsof leading
filmmakers from Belgium, Brazil, Burkina Faso, France, Germany, Morocco, Singgore and
Tunisia. The series will launch on Link TV on Decembe 1%, premiering one film pe week
throughJanuay 16". Severa films will be followed by revealing, 10 to 15 minute interviews by
Scarlet with the directors induding Nouri Bouzd, Fanta RZgina Nacro and the directing team of
Colin Gohand Yen Yen Woo. Theinterviews, as well as a specia in-depth conversation between
Scarlet and acclaimed Kurdish-Iranian director Bahman Ghobali filmed in Erbil, Iraq in late May
2007, will be viewable on Link@ webste at LinkTV.org/Cinemondo. The series will also

broadcast U.S. television premieres of award-winning shorts from around the world. Link TV
will repeat the CINEMONDO series after January 16" when further film titles will also be
announed and added to the lineup. Four of the features presented in CINEMONDO were
presented in the official selection of the Tribeca Film Festival.

Scarlet states, Orhe enomoudy postive resporse which greeted CINEMONDOG first
season has emboldened usto continueour efforts to bring qudity films from all over theworld to
viewers all over America. A film festival such as Tribeca, based in the heart of New York City,
has inevitably drawn the attention of internaional filmmakers, and of Americans curious about

ther work. CINEMONDO enables usto bring films like these to an even more widespread group



of viewers throughoutthe entire county.O He continued, perhgps with tonguein chesk, QVelde
optimistic these programs may hdp lay to rest the persistent widdy hdd bdief that GAmericans
won®read subtitles.O After all, TV news and sports shows offer nongop text at the bottom of the
screen and | don®bdieve there have been any complaints! O

The following films will receive ther U.S. televison premiere on Link TV as part of
CINEMONDO:

¥ Aaltra (Belgium) directed by Beno't DelZpine & Gugave Kervern

¥ Cinema, Aspirins and Vultures (Brazil) directed by Marcelo Gomes

¥ Distant Lights (Germany) directed by Hans Christian Schmid

¥ Making Of (Tunisia) directed by Nouri Bouzd 3

¥ The Night of Truth (BurkinaFaso) directed by Fanta RZginaNacro

¥ Raja (France/Morocco) directed by Jacques Doillon

¥ Singapote Dreaming (Singgpore) directed by Colin Goh and Yen Yen Woo

CINEMONDO was conceived and developed by Steven Lawrence, Link TV Director of
Mudc and Cultural Programming, who co-curates the series with Scarlet. The first season,
launched in Augug 2006, featured 11 U.S. television premieres and induded such critically
acclaimed films as Beautiful City (Iran), Rana® Wedding (Palesting) and Stolen Life (China),
and received a tremendous resporse from Link@ regular audience of over 5 million viewers.

Lawrence states, GDur viewers look to us to introduce them to content they won® see on
othe TV channds and CINEMONDO is our answer to thdr appaite for world cinema. WeQe
created a place where they can discover thoughtprovoking and exciting new foreign films, and
where they can hear directly from the filmmakers about wha inspired them. Having Peter@
paticipaioniskey. He® notonly oneof themos knowedgesble and astute curators in theworld,
but also oneof the mog eloquent. The directors wee interviewed have such a goodtime talking
to him tha they don®want to stop!O

He continues, Gror many filmmakers and distributors CINEMONDO is becoming a critical
outlet for connecting with the American public. There are so few televison neworks willing to
program world cinema beyondtherelatively small number of films tha have had theatrical releases
combined with box office success. The rest are left without a nationwide TV platform. Welde
contributing to the entire world cinema landscape by hdping to laundh neglected works like
Singapore Dreaming with a U.S. television premiere. Now savvy distributors like Koch Lorber
are encouraged to pick up films like Making Of, knowing they®e getting a naiond broadcast on
CINEMONDO.O

Richard Lorber, President of Koch Lorber Films adds GCINEMONDO is fast becoming a

uniquedestinaion on a U.S. televison landscape sadly barren of internationd cinema. We at Koch



Lorber are proudto be early patnersin the success of thefirst season and we®e looking forward to
joining Link aganin bringing even more award-winning internaiond films to the expanding
CINEMONDO viewership.O

The new season of CINEMONDO is sponred in pat by the distributor and DVD
subscription service Film Movement. Adley Gartenstein, President of Film Movement, says, QVe
are thrilled to be working with CINEMONDO and Link TV, as they share our god of fogering
cross-cultural undestanding and dialogue through the love of foreign cinema. Being one of the
mog prestigious truly indgpendent naionwide channds with a tremendousreach to over 30
million U.S. homes, our patnership with Link TV allows us to introdue Film Movement to a
whole new audience tha otherwise might never have been exposed to the award-winning films we
distribute throughoutNorth America.O

CINEMONDO is co-curated by Peter Scarlet and Steven Lawrence, and was developeal
with the suppott of Link TV film advisory board whose membe's are Michael Apted, Film
Director and President of the Directors Guild of America; Bahman Ghobadi, Film Director;
Danny Glover, Actor, Produer and Activist; Heddy Honigmann, Film Director; Tom Luddy,
Producer and Co-Director of the Telluride Film Festival; and, Diane Weyermann, Executive Vice
President for Documentaries of Participant Produdions
ABOUT LINK TV

Link TV is a naiondly broadcast televison channd devoted to providing diverse globd

perspectives on news, current events and world culture not typicaly available on other U.S.
networks. Link TV regularly airs a robug selection of award-winning films and doaumentaries
tha explore the human condition from different multi-cultural perspectives. Link suppots the
essential cultural role of world cinema by hdping Americans to better to undestand wha is
happening in theworld.

Link introduecd world musc to American television, and is the only naiond network
presenting world musc videos and doaumentaries to its viewers on a daly basis. Link currently
boasts the oneof theworld@ largest libraries of carefully curated internaiond musc videosonthe
airwaves and theweb, and shows world musc from 97 different counties.

A pioner in news and current affairs programming, Link TV has been recognized
domestically and internaiondly for its origind news programs induding the Peabody Award-
winning daly broadcast Mosaic: News from the Middle Eag, which monitors and airs unedited
selections of news reports from more than 30 Middle-Eastern broadcasters; Latin Pulse, which

presents an array of unealited news reports from Latin American broadcasters, and, Global Pulse



which compaes and contrasts a selection of reports from around the world on specific issues.
Link also offers its viewers origind, innovdive paticipaory programs promoting naiond and
globd citizen action. Mogt of Link® programs are available nowhere else on American television.

Link TV is a naionwide televison nework available in more than 30 million U.S.
homes as basic service on DIRECTV channd 375 and DISH Network channd 9410. Select
programs are shown on cable systems in New York, San Frandsco and Los Angdes. Link
TVQ@ origind programs, musc videos doaumentary clipsand artist interviews are streamed on
the Interng at LinkTV.org. The channd has garnered the suppot of Bill Cosby, Dave
Matthews, Cher, Danny Glover, Harry Belafonte, Bonnie Raitt, Willie Nelson and others.

For complete backgroundinformation, program schedule, and internet streaming, go to

LinkTV.org.
HHHE



Schedule and Film Descriptions

CINEMONDO
World Cinema onLink TV
Hoged by Peter Sarlet, Artistic Director of the Tribeca Film Festival

Link TV isavailable on DIRECTY channel 375 and Dish Network channel 9410

Visit our website at LinkTV.org/Cinemondo

Singapore Dreaming (' >%o\ ) directed by Colin Goh and Yen Yen Woo

Singgoore, 2006 102minutes

Winng N Best New Screenwriter Award, 2006 San Sebastian Film Festival; Winnag N Audience
Award for Best Narrative Feature, 2007 Asian-American Internaiond Film Festival

Airs.  Saturday, December 1, 11:00pmET/8:00pmPT
Wednesday Decembe 5, 8:00pmET/5:00pmPT

Singapore Dreaming is a poignant, darkly humorous story abou a typical Singgporean family
coming to grips with thar dreams and aspirations Heavily in debt, pariarch Loh Poh Hua can®
help but feel bitter irony whenever he has to perform his job as a lawyer@ clerk N seizing goods
from thehomes of credit card debtors. At theend of his career, heisfrugrated by the gulf between
his middle class dreams and his working class reality, and takes his feelings of failure and envy out
on his family. When Poh Hua suddenly wins two million dollars in the lottery, the family starts
bdieving tha thewindfall will ddiver them from thar struggles. But something hgppens tha huis
thefamily into a high-stakes béatle over thevery meaning of life.

QA fable of a family torn apart by the forces of Western capitalisnl sounds heaw going on pape,
but the pic handes the subject with a pleasgng lightness of touch.ON  Variety

I Both broadcasts followed by Peter Scarlet@ interview with co-directors Colin Goh and Yen Yen
Woo.

Raja (Raja |'Africaine) directed by Jacques Doillon
Franoe’Morooco, 2003,110minutes
Winna N France Culture Award, 2004 Cannes Film Festiva

Airs.  Saturday, December 8, 11:00pmET/8:00pmPT
Wednesday Decembe 12, 8:00pmET/5:00pmPT

Set agang the backdrop of contemporary Marrakech, Raja is a cross-cultural drama about the
relationship of a middle-aged Frenchman (Pascal Greggoty) with apoa local girl played by Ngjat
Benssallem, who stunning peformances earned her awards at both the Venice and Marrakech



Film Festivals. Rgais a ningeen year-old orphan literally and figuratively scarred by life. Fredis
an emotiondly bankrupt westerner living amidg plush gardens and pam trees. Fred's attempts to
seduce Raa, and ther mutud attempts at manipulation, are fractured by ther gross dispaity of
income, age and cultural sophistication.

Qlacques Doillon's serious comedy Raja gets to the bottom and stirs up all the mudky dregs of a
guestion so conplex and ticklish that movies tend to shy away from exploring it in any
depthE What distinguishes Raja from every other movie to contemplate the treacherous
intersection of passion, avarice and power is its unttling emotional honesty. The two central
performances are so spontaneous and mercurial that the reckless flirtation seems to be unfolding
before your eyes.ON New York Times

DVD available from Film Movement, FilmMovement.com

Distant Lights (Lichter) directed by Hans-Christian Schmid

Germany, 2003 102minutes

Officia Selection N 2003 Tribeca Film Festival; Winna N FIPRESCI Prize, 2003 Berlin Film
Festival; Winna N Silver Film Award, 2003German Film Awards

Airs.  Saturday, December 15, 11:00pmET/8:00pmPT
Wednesday, Decembe 19, 8:00pmET/5:00pmPT

To some it® the end of theworld, to others it@ the gateway to a new life: the river Oder between
Poland and Germany. Vibrant with expectancy, this place is a magneé for people on a journey
towards happiness, security and a better life. At this crossroads beween two worlds Ukrainian
refugees beg and bargan for entry to the West and pin all thar hopes on Polish hdp; a teen-aged
cigarette smuggler defies his father and brother to free the girl heloves from a detention center; an
interpreter risks her career and her freedomto hdp an illegd refugee; and, a hgpless busnessman
loses everything he owns but gains something more important. On the banks of the Oder, the law
of theland is tha of pure self-preservation as men and women struggle to maintain ther dignity
and values while they are stripped to theraw core of ther existence. While some hopes and dreams
are doomed, others come to pass with the quiet joy of asmall and hunble miracle.

OrThis ambitious engrossing multi-strand drama flits badk and forth across the German-Polish
border, finding desperate Eagern European refugees on oneside, economic recession on the other,
cynicism and corruption in beween. Sdhmd's moving film asks what responsbilities we hawe to
our impowerished neighbouss, but more than that, posts 21% century capitalism as morally and
sodally bankuptO N Time Out London

I Both broadcasts followed by the Academy Award-winning short film Black Ride
(Schwarzfahrer) by Pepe Danquat, Germany, 12 minutes. Winng N 1994 Academy Award for
Best Live Action Short; Winner N Best Short Film, Toronto Film Festival; Winng N City of
Melboume Award for Best Short Fiction, 1993Meboume Internationd Film Festival; Winna N
Best Short Film, 1993Valladolid Film Festival; Official SelectionN 1993Berlinde.



Aaltra directed by Benoit Delépine & Gustave Kervern

Belgium, 2004,90 minutes

Official Selection N 2005 Tribeca Film Festival; Winna N FIPRESCI Prize, 2004LondonFilm
Festival; Winna N Best Belgian Actor, 2004Plateau Awards

Airs.  Saturday, December 22, 11:00pm ET/8:00pmPT
Wednesday December 26, 8:00pmET/5:00pmPT

This oneof-a-kind gem has left critics trying to trace its roots in everything from Jacques Tati for
its hilariousvisud wit to Bad Sana for making comic protagonists out of an ill-tempered par who
make everyoneelse miserable. Gus (Gustave Kervern) is a hot-unde-the-white-collar manager and
his ndghbor Ben (Beno't DelZpine) is a dovenly, lazy farmer. Their mutud loathing leads to a
brawl in the mide of which they are crushed unde the mechanism of Ben's tractor, and left
paayzed from the waist down for the rest of thar lives. Condenned to each othe's company, as
well as to wheelchars, they set off on an odyssey of revenge deermined to get reparationsfrom
the manufacturer N Finnish-based Q\altraON of the equipment they blame for ther fate. The
film'sintrandgent wit and mordant humor are close cousnsto thework of afamed Finnish director
Aki Kaurism&i who turnsin a shaggy dog cameo in the find sequence. Co-directors and co-stars
Del Zpine and Kervern met while working at Canal Plus on a television show called Grolandsat.
After collaborating on severa sketches, the two began work on this absurdist road movie which
became a surprise hot ticket ontheinternaiond festival circuit. N Peter Sarlet

CE oneof the funniest black comediesin sometime.ON Time Out New York

DVD available from Film Movement, FilmMovement.com

Cinema, Aspirins and Vultures (Cinema, Aspirinase Urubug directed by Marcelo Gomes
Brazil, 2005,100minutes

Winna N Best Film and Best Ibero-American Film, 2006Mar dd Plata Film Festival; Winna N
Internationd Jury Award, 2005Sa0 Paulo Internaiond Film Festival; Winng N 2007 Cinema
Brazil Grand Prize; Cinema Prize of the French Nationd Educationd System, 2005Cannes Film
Festiva

Airs.  Saturday, December 29, 11:00pmET/8:00pmPT
Wedneday, Januay 2, 8:00pmET/5:00pmPT

The year is 1942. Johann, a young German opposed to Hitler® war, travels the dugdy roads of
northeastern Brazil selling a new wonder drug N Aspirin N to peasants and farmers. Along the
way, he picks up a hitchhiker, the sharp-tonguel Ranulpho, who hdpsin his efforts. An unlikely
friendship blossoms beween the two intrepid travelers, but as Brazil enters the war aganst
Germany and Johannis subject to deportation, each man mug decide his own fate.!

OThoughful...every moment seems to tremble with mystery and possibility. 0N The New York
Times

DVD released by First Run Features as Part of The Globd LensCollection, available at
FirstRunFeatures.com




The Night of Truth (La nuit dela vZit2) directed by Fanta Régina Nacro

BurkinaFaso, 2004 96 minutes

Official Selection N 2005 Tribeca Film Festival; Winna N Best New Screenwriter, 2004San
Sebastian Film Festival

Airs. Saturday, Januay 5, 11.00pm ET/8:00pm PT
Wedneday, Januay 9, 8:00pmET/5:00pmPT

This award-winning feature debut by oneof Africa® mog talented female directors takes place in
an unnaned county, where two peoples, the ruling Nayak and the oppostion Bonandz, have
findly embarked on a path to peace after a decade of civil war and atrodties. To commemorate the
recondliation, a celebratory feast is planned. But with each tribe haunted by memories of the past,
will the nightof truth bring undestanding N or revenge?

Antriguing...explosve... sedgehanmer power.ON The Guardian, U.K.

DVD released by First Run Features as Part of The Globd Lens Collection, available at
FirstRunFeatures.com

I Both broadcasts followed by Peter Scarlet@ interview with thedirector Fanta RZginaNacro.

Making Of directed by Nouri Bouzid

Tunisia, 2006 120minutes

Winna N Best Actor in a Narrative Feature Film & Best Screenplay, 2007 Tribeca Film Festival;
Winna N Best Film & Best Actor, 2007 Taormina Film Festival

Airs.  Saturday, Januay 12, 11:00pm ET/8:00pm PT
Wednesday, Januay 16, 8:00pmET/5:00pmPT

Young, energdtic and restless, Bahta dreams of fleeing to Europeto escape the restrictions of his
lifein Tunisia. At home, his macho father offers nothing but criticism and when Bahta is out with
his break-dandng peers the police seem to track thar every move Set in 2003, thingscome to a
head when Iraq is invaded by the American-led codition forces and Bahta@ European mirage
evaporates. With hislovelifein tatters, Bahta takes his rebdliousactivitiestoo far and quickly gets
into serious trouble with the police. He becomes the perfect target for a fundanentalist group,
which sets out to brainwash and train him to bea suicide borber. From this point on, Bahta@ story
is interwoven with a film claiming to be the Gnaking ofOthe produdion of the film weQre been
watching. It shows Bahta at loggeheads with the filmmaker, played by veteran director Nour
Bouzd himself, because he@® only seen an incomplete script before taking the role and he now
realizes the full implicationsof where his character is headed. This courageoudy outspoken film
echoes some of the themes of The Yacoubian Building, shown at the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival to
great acclam; both films furnish encouraging proof tha Arab artists refuse to be slent, and
recognize that fundanentalism isn®only a problem for the West.

Chot-button subject matter, a lively, organic sene of milieu and a brillianty conceived and
thesped central character. ON Variety

DVD to bereleased by Koch Lorber Films in spring 2008
Hid



