GOOD NEWSFROM
THE MIDDLE EAST

Every night from Battery Street, an unusual news program
showsyou what the other sde of the world iswatching.
BY PAMELA FEINSILBER

Mosaic, WorldLink TV, 6:30 WEEK-
NIGHTS, DIRECTV CHANNEL 375 AND
DISH NETWORK CHANNEL 9410.PRE-
VIOUS NIGHT'S SHOW AND A NEW
WEEKLY NEWS PROGRAM CAN BE
SEEN AT WWW.WORLDLINKTV.ORG
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At 6 a.m. one April dawn,
when news producer Jamal Dajani
comes to work on his show at
WorldLink TV (“television without
borders’), Jala Ghazi greetshimwith
atelling segment of TV news. Work-
ing in a big windowless room filled
with television sets, Ghazi has been
monitoring broadcasts from 22
Middle Eastern countries, and he's
found aninterview with Irag’sminis-
ter of information, Muhammad Said



Al Sahaf, on Abu Dhabi TV. It'stak-
ing placein agovernment officethat’s
supposedly, Al Sahaf says with his
now-famous Cheshirecat smile,inU.S,
hands. And yet, look, here he is, and
hereiswhere he' sbeen deeping.
Anyonewhao'sfollowed the news, of
course, knows that the U.S. Army has

just taken the Baghdad airport and is
practicaly camped outside Al Sahaf’s
door. But until American televison’'s
embedded reporters arrive with the
troops, Abu Dhabi TV, with Qatar-
based Al Jazeera, hasthe picturesfrom
Baghdad, and thisinterview isthekind
of thing Dgjani wants for his satellite-
TV newsshow, Mosaic. Hedoesn't care
if Al Sahaf is as false as George
Washington'steeth. Inthe United Arab
Emirates, thisisthenews, and he’sgot-
tenit beforetheother U.S. newsshows.
“People here will be able to figure out
what's true and what's not,” he says.
“You'retelling mewhen peoplewatch
American networks, they believeevery-
thinginit?’

To scoop the competition and keep
us glued to their coverage, U.S. news
shows can becomelike cheerleadersor
controlling grammar school teachers,
withvisiting general swaking on maps.
Dgjani letsthe Middle East arrive, un-
adorned, in American homes. Mosaic
isa30-minute compilation of newsseg-

mentsfrom al over the Middle East—
Caro'sNileTV, Berut'sAl-Manar TV,
Morocco's 2M-TV, the Israel Broad-
casting Authority—uncut and
uncommented on.

Dgjani set upthesearrangementsaf-
ter September 11, 2001, when the
Knight Foundation gaveWorldLink just

___ twomonthsto
) start a new
program.
“They said,
‘Americans
need to seeAl
B Jazeera,'”
says David
Michadlis, an
Israeli, who
cofoundedthe
network, lo-
cated near
Levi’'s Plaza,
four vyears
ago. “We
said, ‘We can
show you more than that. We can get
you 15 other channels’ Thewholeidea
isto bring youwhat 280 million people
throughout the Middle East are watch-
ing.” Michaelissought out Dgjani, who
divideshistime between Jerusalemand
San Francisco, for his reputation as a
skilled negotiator. And Dgjani, avoluble
Palegtinian American who sayshe'sa
newsjunkie, got thedeasdone. Buthe d
never produced aTV program before.

Hesdtsinthat windowlessroomwith
Nora Alsaidi, a sweet-faced young
woman of Egyptian descent, and
SouheilaAl-Jadda, whosefamily isfrom
Syria. Alsaidi worksthevideotapesand
headphones as Al-Jadda writes news
summariesand Dgjani sudiesthetrans-
lation of the footage that Ghazi found.
They don't seem distracted by the
changing faces, logos, and footage, the
continua talk in variouslanguages, on
the rows of televisions behind them.
“I"'m stocking up stories from minute
tentominutethirty,” Dgjani says.“I will
not decide the final lineup until 4 or 5

p.m., and if something breaks, we have
livefeed for updates.”

Onescreenshowsan* Al Jazeeraex-
clusive,” thereporter talking in Arabic
with distraught residents of aBaghdad
neighborhood that's been bombed.
“Wow, thisisreally bad,” says Dgjani
of the rubble and despair, and he starts
taking notes. Compared with U.S. sta-
tions, the Middle Eastern news pro-
gramsshow far more decimated build-
ings, injured Iragis, and antiwar dem-
ongrations.

Thedationscut oneby oneto apress
briefing with Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld. “We don't have to
ligentohimintrandation,” saysDgjani,
and he turns up MSNBC.

He's not big, though, on the cable
news shows. “| like the Nightly News
with Tom Brokaw, CBS with Dan
Rather. The rest is a whole different,
24-hour production, withtheAmerican
flagfluttering andtoo much schmoozing
inthestudio. ONCNN, it'sabout Aaron
Brownand hisdick remarks. Thenyou
go to the bottom of the barrel and Fox,
whereeverythingisso sensationdized.”
That style of reporting has not gone
unnoticedintheMiddle Eagt. Thescreen
showing Iran’s state-controlled IRIB
leapswith swirling graphicsand abril-
liant yellow “War for Qil” logo.

A few days later—as the post-
Saddam street dramabeginsfilling his
show—Dagjani hasyet to produce are-
quested videotape of the broadcast with
theAl Sahaf interview. No onehashad
amoment to makeone. Themainstiream
mediawant tointerview him or borrow
footage, and people who have heard
about the show want to know how to
find it. (Mosaic'swebsite has had five
times as many visitors since the war
began in March.) Explains a harried
Dgani, “ Thewholeworld hasbeencall-

ing.”

Pamela Feinsilber isasenior editor
at San Francisco.



