
 
 
Responding to a growing demand for global curriculum, Link TV 
(www.linktv.org), an independent television channel dedicated to 
presenting diverse international perspectives, is proud to launch the 
Global Link of World Educators (GLOWE)  pilot initiative.  The GLOWE 
project uses Link TV  programming to develop global cultural understanding 
and media literacy. All media is delivered free of charge , online 
(www.linktv.org/teachers)  or via DVD, and accompanied by standards-
based, participatory learning guides. To contact us: teachers@linktv.org  
 
 

 
 
Overview: In this 5-minute film produced by M. Hasna M., a young Muslim woman is embarrassed to 
pray in public at her college campus. 
Prerequisite Knowle dge: NONE 
 

This lesson plan created by Naila Siddique, Oakland, California 
 
 

Objectives: 

1. Students will identify and discuss the First Amendment to the Constitution. 

2. Students will write two paragraphs outlining religious freedom as it relates to Muslims and other non-Christian 
groups in the United States. 

3.Students will create a graphic organizer that details various issues facing Muslim Americans practicing their 
religion openly. 

 

 

 
FORBIDDEN LOVE 
 
Content Learning Objective:   
Students will improve critical thinking skills by examining 
religious freedoms and religious pluralism in the United States, 
especially as these relate to non-dominant religious groups such 
as Muslim Americans. 
 
GRADE: 5  
 

 
TIME REQUIRED: 60 minutes (1 class periods) 
MATERIALS: Online media ( http://www.linktv.org/teacher s/onenatio n) computer with 
internet access, projector or SMARTboard, copies of worksheets and Fast Facts handouts 
 



 
  
Warm up questions and discussion: 
 
Teacher asks,  What does freedom of religion mean? Who here thinks that we have freedom of religion in the 
United States? What guarantees us that right?  Why is it important to have these freedoms?   
 
Students brainstorm; teacher writes their responses on the board and helps them flesh out ideas. 
 
At the end of discussion, teacher introduces ÒForbidden Love,Ó and class views film. 
Activity:  
 

!  At end of film, teacher asks why some people might be ashamed to practice their religion openly.  Teacher 
then puts students in groups of 3-4 to talk and debate various points of view.  

 
!  Teacher writes the studentsÕ responses on the board in a web/graphic organizer format.  

 
!  Teacher writes the following quote from the first amendment to the Constitution: ÒCongress shall make no 

law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof...Ó 
 

!  Teacher asks, Who knows where this quote comes from?  What does it mean?   
 

!  Teacher encourages discussion by prompting the following questions:  Why did the framers of the 
Constitution insist on religious liberty?  What does “inalienable rights” mean? 

 
!  Writing Prompt (in pairs): If Muslims have religious freedom in the United States, what factors might 

limit individuals from publicly practicing their religion? How are we protecting the Constitution when we 
allow other people to practice their religion openly?  

 
!  Students write two paragraphs together and then present their findings to the class.  

 
 
 
 
 

5th Grade standard: California State Standards 
 
5.7 Students describe the people and events associated with the development of the U.S. 
Constitution and analyze the ConstitutionÕs significance as the foundation of the American 
republic.  
 
5. Discuss the meaning of the American creed that calls on citizens to safeguard the liberty of 
individual Americans within a unified nation, to respect the rule of law, and to preserve the 
Constitution.    

 
 
 
 

 
 


